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Most of us know that Montana is a state filled 
with water, which is filled with trout.  And most of us 
are familiar with many of the rivers in Montana that 
are destinations of many fly fishers.  But in the last 
few years, the southern California clubs have not had 
a presentation focusing on one of the best of those 
rivers – the Big Horn.  However, after our February 
meeting, no one will be able to say that.  We’re going 
to have a show that displays and informs us, with 
wonderful pictures and in great detail, the story 
about this truly magnificent fly fishing mecca.  And, 
thanks to the recommendation of the Orange County 
club and its Program Director, Andy Frumento, we 
are going to welcome one of the best and most 
informative guides from this river, Beau McFadyean.
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FEBRUARY 2017 MONTHLY MEETING
Date:  Tuesday, February 14th
Wet Flies: 6:00 PM
Dinner:  7:00 PM
Program: 8:00 PM
Place:  Olympic Collection, 11301 Olympic Boulevard, LA
Cost:  $37.00 per person
Parking:  $4.00 underground – Free on the street.
TO MAKE RESERVATIONS: RESERVE ONLINE
OR CALL THE HOT LINE 310 280-3459
OR MAIL IN THE FORM ON PAGE 25

continued on page 2

Fly Fishing Montana’s Big Horn River
with Beau McFadyean

Beau McFadyean

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=11301+Olympic+Boulevard&city=Los+Angeles&state=CA
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?address=11301+Olympic+Boulevard&city=Los+Angeles&state=CA
http://wildernessflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=533503&item_id=609245
http://wildernessflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=533503&item_id=609245
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Being that his father Jim had been an outfitter in 
Montana since 1985, Beau began fly fishing at a 
very early age.  Spending countless days with him 
on the water helped Beau develop not only the 
skills but also the passion for fly fishing.  In 1998, 
at age 18, Beau started to guide on the Big Horn 
and, in 2001, he became a partner with his father in 
their business, Montana Adventures and Angling.

Beau graduated from Rocky Mountain College 
in 2003 with a B.A. in education, which comes in 
handy as he not only guides but teaches our sport 
for every skill level, from first timers to veteran 
anglers.  He says that guiding and outfitting for the 
past 19 years has brought him in contact with many 
people from many different backgrounds.  And 
Beau is sincere when he emphasizes that this aspect 
of his career is one of the favorite parts of his work.  
He is innately curious and enjoys hearing peoples’ 
stories and sharing in their excitement for fly 
fishing.

Montana’s Big Horn River

continued #om page 1

Northern Minnesota

Casting #om Dri$ Boat

Rainbow near bottom

River & Sign

continued on page 3

Evening Wade Fishing
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Beau has a few other talents in his arsenal of 
abilities.  He has partnered with his wife, a physical 
therapist, in putting on excellent casting clinics that 
focus on biomechanical analysis of fly casting.  He 
also supports a number of favorite charities by 
donating guided trips.  Fly tying also takes up a 
good chunk of his time, as he personally ties most 
all of the flies he uses in his business.

No surprise that the Big Horn River has always 
been Beau’s “home water.”  However, one of the 
things that he prides himself on is being able to 
guide many different waters that Montana has to 
offer.  These waters include, the Missouri River, the 
Yellowstone River, various stillwaters, private 
ponds in central and southern Montana and all of 
the famous waterways that reside on the Blackfeet 
Reservation.

Beau is a true outdoorsman.  He hunts birds, as 
well as, big game.  Other activities he participates 
in include snowboarding, chasing cows on his 
family ranch, and spending time with his wife and 
three children.

continued #om page 2
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Big Horn in Montana
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To read more about Beau, and all facets of his 
outfitting and guiding, go to:

www.mtangling.com

continued #om page 3

Northern Minnesota LA to Big Horn
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Montana’s Big Horn River
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Casting #om near bank
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Fly Box

http://www.mtangling.com
http://www.mtangling.com
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Monthly Raffle Items Value

TBDTBD

WFF Fly Tying   Sat.  Feb. 25

COMING EVENTS
For more information go to the WFF website CALENDAR

Board of Directors

Club Activities & 
Committees

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Treasurer
Speaker Programs
Membership
Dinner Reservations
Monthly Raffle / Inventory
Database Manager
Conservation
Outings
Webpage
Newsletter

Celia Carroll
Paul Parminter

Peter Haight
Tom Rasmussen

Art Antolick
Art Siegel

Marcia Breskin
Michie Hirooka

Clay Dodder
Marcia Breskin

OPEN
Gerald Berman

Larry Carroll
Rich Peters

Michie Hirooka
Clay Dodder

©Mending the Line is published monthly 
except in August &  December by the 
Wilderness Fly Fishers  of Santa Monica, 
California. Submit inquiries regarding 
articles for publication to  Wilderness Fly 
Fishers, P.O. Box 3358, Santa Monica, 
California  90408-3358. All articles 
should be emailed  in RTF or MS Word 
format to:

Wildernessflyfishers@gmail.com

To join WFF, Visit our website
www.wildernessflyfishers.org

Monthly Board of Directors Meeting
The monthly Board Meeting, held the Tuesday, one week before the 
monthly dinner meeting, will be held at 2311 30th Street, Santa 
Monica, Ca 90405. 2 hour street parking, no permit needed. Meetings 
start promptly at 7:30 P.M. All members are welcome. New members 
are especially encouraged to attend. Come and see how your club runs 
and you might pick up some fishing tips, too.
Minutes of Board Meetings are available to members on the website's 
Document Library

New Member Committee

Spring Super Raffle
Conservation Super Raffle
Hotline
Casting Classes
Fly Tying Classes
Trout in the Classroom
SW Council - IFFF 
Representative

Reece Lewis
Leslie Riley

OPEN
OPEN

John Dalton
OPEN

Peter Haight
Celia Carroll

H.L. Bohem

Note from the editorial staff
Due to major computer issues we were not able to produce a 

January Mending the Line.  We apologize for this and also for the fact 
that this issue is very large and full of important information, like the 
dues increase, the Gary LaFontaine Award winner, the info on the 
Holiday Party and the winners of the Conservation Super Raffle, Trout 
in the Classroom.  We do not currently have all of the issues resolved 
that caused the gap in publication but have been able to produce this 
issue and hope to have the rest of the issues resolved shortly so this 
does not happen again.

Thank you for your patience.

http://www.wildernessflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=2&club_id=533503
http://www.wildernessflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=2&club_id=533503
mailto:Wildernessflyfishers@gmail.com
mailto:Wildernessflyfishers@gmail.com
http://www.wildernessflyfishers.org
http://www.wildernessflyfishers.org
https://wff.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=86&club_id=533503
https://wff.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=86&club_id=533503
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2016 WFF HOLIDAY PARTY
By Celia Carro(

Great food in a sparkling holiday setting, congenial company, a suspenseful auction of trips 
and fishing gear, topped by a surprised La Fontaine Award winner: yes, the December 11 holiday 
party met and exceeded all expectations!  Planning for our successful event began last summer 
with Peter Haight’s suggestion that we hold our celebration in the St. Augustine-by-the-Sea 
Church community room, near the monthly fly-tying room.  The room came to us pre-decorated 
for Christmas thanks to a previous church party and the church administrator’s generous loan of 
decorative candles, china service and tables.

36 guests enjoyed a tasty selection of delectable food from G&G Catering.  From cheeses 
and hors de’ouvres to dessert, all the dishes were popular.

The Holiday Super Raffle Drawing is the last major WFF fund raiser of the year, and one on 
which we now rely heavily for operating revenue.  We owe a debt of gratitude to all participants 
who stepped up to help fund the club for the coming year by participating in the raffle.  20 raffle 
participants purchased $2700 in raffle tickets. Without your support, WFF could not offer the 
social, educational and conservation programs that we have planned for 2017.

Continuing a long tradition, Art Siegel was awarded the Gary La Fontaine Service Award.  
The honoree is someone who has made an outstanding contribution to the sport of fly fishing.  
Art’s volunteer efforts encompass a wide range of WFF enterprises, from Trout in the Classroom 
to Program Chair!  Read more in a separate article here devoted to Art’s award and its history.

We had a super crew who got this party underway: Peter Haight, facilitator for the site and 
setup; Art Siegel and Clay Dodder for trip and gear auction items (Clay also helped set up tables 
and prepare the room); Larry Carroll for raffle ticket production and website publicity; Michie 
Hirooka for registration and keeping us on track with paperwork; John and Mary Jo Dalton for 
photography and setup; and Reece Lewis III for cleanup! On behalf of the entire Club, thanks to 
each of you for helping make our annual Holiday Party a great success.

Art Siegel & his  Award
Celia Carro(, Michie Hirooka, Art.Siegel

continued on page 8
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continued on page 9

Anne & Mel Messinger

Holiday Super Raffle Drawing winners and their prizes are:

GUS VELARDE - Sage Accel 4 wt., 9’, 4 pc. Fly Rod
HL BOIHEM - Chota South Fork Waders
LARRY CARROLL - Winston Boron III X 5 wt., 9’, 4 pc. Fly Rod
NORM NELSON - St. Croix Bank Robber 6 wt., 9’, 4 pc. Fly Rod 
RICH PETERS - Fishpond Nomad Net and Confluence Net Release
CELIA CARROLL - Fishpond Vaquero Vest Pack
DOUG HALL - Spa Gift Basket and Frette Robe
MARCIA BRESKIN - Montana Trout Outfitters 
TOM RASMUSSEN - The Blue Winged Olive “Mill Creek Retreat”
LARRY BRUCKER - ON THE Fly
ART SIEGEL – Two Bottles 1969 Chateau LaTour du Haut-Medoc

continued #om page 7

Art & Penny Antolick

Celia & Larry Carro(Art Siegel & Tom Rasmussen
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Drawing a winner Gretchen & Peter Haight

Gretchen Haight, Jim & DeeDee Drummond, & 
PeterHaight

G&G Catering Manager, Suzanna Gignac,, 
Celia & Larry Carro(

H.L & Lydia Boihem

Steve Weisberg & Larry Brucker
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continued on page 11
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Jerry Pierce Jim & DeeDee Drummond

Larry Brucker & Leslie RileyJohn & Mary Jo Dalton

Marcia & Paul BreskinMa,ie & Doug Ha(

Gus Velarde
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continued #om page 10

Mary Jo Dalton & Roz Siegel Mel Light

Reece Lewis, Reece Lewis III & Peter HaightMichie Hirooka

Roz & Art SiegelRoger Later
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The Gary LaFontaine Service Award is our Club’s way of acknowledging members whose 
contribution of time, energy, expertise, enthusiasm, and love of fly fishing has made a real 
difference to Wilderness Fly Fishers and the future of our sport. Any WFF member is eligible, 
with former LaFontaine Award recipients nominating and voting for the winner by secret ballot.

This year the award goes to one of our hardest-working Board members: Art Siegel.  Art 
chaired the mega-production known as the Conservation Super Auction in 2009, 2010 and 2012, 
a task which involves months of work both before and after the event.  Art and his wife Roz 
have also housed and transported club program speakers in past years.  From time to time you 
will also find Art at the dinner meeting check-in table assisting Michie and offering a friendly 
greeting to arriving guests.  He has also been a consistent volunteer for Trout in the Classroom, 
helping instruct young students about the trout they are releasing.  Currently Art is doing an 
outstanding job as Program Chair, making sure our monthly speakers arrive on time as well as 
representing the club at the Speakers Circuit.

Next time you see Art at a meeting, shake his hand, buy him a drink and thank him for doing 
all he does for our organization.

2016 LaFontaine Award Winner: Art Siegel

Art's Gi$ #om WFF 

Art Siegel - Big Bear Lake
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Marcelo Reynoso and I flew to Medford via 
Portland the morning of October 18th, drove over the 
snowy pass to Klamath Lake, and arrived at Lonesome 
Duck around 3 o’clock.  Reece Lewis had been driving 
and fishing for a week, picked up John Tindall at the 
Medford airport.  Bless him, that morning he had spent 
a lot of time at a market with a prepared menu for all 
four dinners and breakfasts we would be cooking in 
our lodge.  The guest lodge is elegant with room for 
six.  We tried to get two more club members to join us, 
but none responded to the call, which was a shame. 
The fishing was spectacular.

Fall at 4,000 feet in southern Oregon is simply 
beautiful: cold in the mornings, warming throughout 
the day to about 60 degrees, foliage at its peak.  We 
were blessed with three days of sun that apparently 
followed some bitter cold rain the prior week.

Marlon Rampy was guide for Reece and myself.  I 
had won a two-for-one which Marlon had donated to 
the club when he came to speak to us.  Reece had won 
the two-for-one donated by Lonesome Duck for our 
lodge, so the trip was amazingly inexpensive, after 
sharing the benefits among the four of us.  And 
cooking on our own after Reece’s expert shopping, 
meant eating like kings, and costing us $100 each for 
all four days.  The guide for John and Marcelo was 
Jeff.

continued on page 14

Oregon’s Fall Rainbows
By Peter Haight

John Tinda(, Reece Lewis, Peter Haight & 
Marcelo Reynoso

Peter w/ a nice Rainbow

Rainbow headed home
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The mornings started slow for both boats.  With 
ice in the guides, the water temperature was in the 
mid-40s, and the surface temp too cold for rising 
fish.  But by noon Reece and I got into a couple of 
good fish over 20 inches, which is usual for the 
Williamson which leads the big spawners up from 
Klamath Lake.  The hunt and peck fishing with 
streamers and nymph rigs was drawing to a close in 
the afternoon until we reached what we came to 
call the “2 o’clock corner”.  Up to that point I think 
Reece had caught one and I had two, one small.  
Suddenly, I had four more beautiful spawn-colored 
rainbows within a half an hour.  Reece, having 
some trouble with casting long got another.  The 
largest was a 26 incher which took me way 
downstream and put down the fish for the 
afternoon.  But with bigger fish than either of us 
were used to, we headed back to the lodge, only 
about a mile further down, and prepared a dinner of 
pork loin and some of Reece’s fine wines.  Marcelo 
and John in the other boat mostly fished with dries, 
finding nymphing and Wooley Buggers did 
nothing.  Marcelo broke off two fish too big for his 
5X tippet and his trusty size 18 Adams parachute.  
John landed one about 17 inches the first day.  All 
the fish brought to our boat were caught using a 
very sparse Clouser minnow – white on top, a few 
strands of green flash and a bit more black deer hair 
below, and a bare shank.

continued #om page 13

Oregon’s Fall Rainbows

Reece w/ a nice Rainbow

Reece relaxing in the lodge

Marcelo w/ a nice Rainbow continued on page 15
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The next two days just got better and better. All 
caught fish of various sizes.  Marcelo caught one 
18 and another 23.  But for our boat, on Thursday 
the 2 o’clock corner brought six fish to me, one 27, 
and Friday I took eight there; lost one, and broke 
off two.  The last fish for me was a 29er.  All fish in 
that spot were over 20 inches.  Marlon took my rod 
after I said, “that’s enough”, and cast the entire 90 
feet of line, caught one more on that first cast, and 
broke off a second.  I caught a total of 11 fish that 
day and broke off three.

Great way to end the trip, before a little scotch 
for me and martinis for John and Reece.  I’m sure 
to return, maybe a little earlier in the year next time 
when the hatches are bigger and the upper stretch is 
more productive.

The “dry guys” got fewer fish, but the fish size 
made up for the numbers.

For the record this is a river where long casting 
is a distinct advantage, but not a necessity, and 
where casting with dries into the foam requires not 
only some accuracy but the need to feed out lots of 
line fast, to get a sufficiently long drift, a technique 
which Marlon taught both Reece and me.

We left reluctantly Saturday morning.

continued #om page 14

Oregon’s Fall Rainbows

Checking the weather #om inside

Peter w/ another nice Rainbow

Peter and another Rainbow
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Trout in the Classroom
Program begins January 2017

As the rainbow trout begin their winter egg-laying cycle, WFF volunteers and local school 
teachers are preparing their classroom aquariums to receive eggs from the Fillmore Hatchery!  
The eggs usually arrive during the last two weeks of January.

As we deliver the eggs to each teacher, we discuss the life cycle of the fish and the special 
nature of the places they live.  Students receive an egg in a plastic cup and place it carefully into 
their specially chilled aquariums.  If we are very lucky, some of the eggs are stimulated by the 
warmth of the air and begin hatching!  After the fish hatch, we offer an entomology and ecology 
classroom demonstration, with live nymphs and other aquatic creatures.

The students find this fascinating and the children’s wonderment at this new world never 
fails to excite those of us who work with the teachers and students in the classroom!  It’s hands-
on science in the best sense of the term!

Hands-on science continues with the release of the fry into local streams, ponds or reservoirs 
(all with approval of the DFG) at the end of March.  WFF volunteers demonstrate fly tying, 
coach the students in learning to cast a fly, release the fish with students, and oversee a mini-
entomology lab in which students catch aquatic insects to examine under a magnifier.

Let me know if you are interested in participating in this rewarding program.  I am very 
happy to have an assistant for classroom visits, as well as volunteers in the field for the fry 
releases.  Especially welcome are the fishing stories and photos our members share with the 
students.  Fun and laughter in an energized learning environment are guaranteed!  My email:  
ccarr10186@aol.com

Celia Carroll, Trout in the Classroom Coordinator

Fi(more Hatchery Trout E,s Third Grader at an aquarium

mailto:ccarr10186@aol.com
mailto:ccarr10186@aol.com
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Modest Dues Increase For 2017
By Celia Carro(, WFF President

To keep our club financially sound and to continue to provide the programs and 
activities that we all enjoy, the Board determined that it is necessary to raise dues by $10.00 in 
each membership category for 2017.  Other than a $5 increase in 2015, we have been able to 
hold our membership dues flat for many years.  We can no longer afford to maintain the lower 
rate without jeopardizing vital services and programs.  We are also asking our members to make 
a separate tax-deductible donation to the club to defray a portion of the club's operating expense.

The Board has taken all available measures to reduce expenses and increase revenues 
without sacrificing those programs, services and events that we believe are essential to the 
Club's mission.  We have reduced the inventory kept in storage, stopped purchasing gear for the 
monthly raffles, and raffled gear that was left over from past auctions.  Fixed costs, such as 
monthly dinner meeting expenses, insurance and speaker fees cannot be met entirely by these 
actions.  The shortfall amounts to about $2,000 annually.  Shared among our 86 members, added 
donations would be about $30 per member, including family members, assuming that 100% of 
our members actually made a donation.

Most of us remember that a very large, well-attended and bountifully stocked Super Auction 
funded the club for many years.  With a shortage of people to manage the labor of this auction 
and buyers for gear, the auctions were discontinued.  We have been coasting on the accrued gear 
and proceeds from past auctions until this year.

Currently, the speaker program for our monthly dinner meetings is funded through 2017.  To 
continue this centerpiece of the club, we have raised dues a very modest amount and are asking 
members to consider making added donations to the Club as a 501(c)(3) organization.

I hope you will weigh the quality of the monthly programs, the memorable outings, and the 
people in your life which the club has enabled you to meet – and make an additional donation to 
keep the good times going.  Thank you to all of our members for their continuing support and 
participation.
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Notices
Thank you letter from Sportsman’s Alliance for Alaska

Hello Celia,
I would like to express my gratitude for the recent donation received from the Wilderness Fly 
Fishers.  Our work to protect Bristol Bay from the proposed Pebble Mine is ramping back up, so 
your confidence in my work is greatly appreciated.  We will need to band together once more to 
defend wild Alaska.  I’m glad to know that you remain engaged!
Please pass along my appreciation to the club’s membership, and thanks so much for the past 
and ongoing support.
Sincerely,
Scott Hed
Director
www.SportsmansAlliance4AK.org
scott@sportsmansalliance4ak.org

http://www.SportsmansAlliance4AK.org/
http://www.SportsmansAlliance4AK.org/
mailto:scott@sportsmansalliance4ak.org
mailto:scott@sportsmansalliance4ak.org
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Notices

California Waterfowl Association 
Owens River Annual Clean Up 

Bishop, California 
Saturday, February 11, 2017 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Meet @ 8AM Pleasant Valley Campground 
Bring gloves and be prepared to help clean up as much of the Owens 

River as we can. Wear waders if you own them. 
Bring family and friends! The more people, the cleaner the river! 

Coffee and baked good provided for all volunteers at 8AM &  
Lunch will be provided for all volunteers at 12PM 

@ Pleasant Valley Campground. 
 2017 Sponsors include: 

California Waterfowl Association  Bishop 
Caltrout  Sierra Headwaters Region 

Eastern Sierra Fishing Guides Association 
Preferred Septic and Disposal  Bishop 

Inyo Recycling and Waste Management - Bishop 
Silver Lake Resort  June Lake 

Trout Unlimited  Eastern Sierra Field Office 
International Federation of Fly Fishers  Southwest Council 

Talk it up. Bring family and friends. This is our chance to annually 
clean up blue ribbon moving water fishery. 

For information on sponsoring or general information call  
Chris Leonard. 818.288.3271. 
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Notices
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Notices
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Notices
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Notices
Consider taking up the opportunity and challenges which await you as Conservation Chair 

for Wilderness Fly Fishers. We need a leader for this important committee.
Our Club, our local fisheries, our beautiful, fragile southern California wild-lands need our 

commitment to conservation. The official description is designed to give the committee great 
leeway to choose issues and projects on which to take action:

“[The Conservation Committee] Spearheads WFF's participation in and funding of various 
events: Adopt-A-Highway, Beach Cleanups, etc. Also alerts members to issues affecting our fish 
and the waters in which they live.”

WFF members have recently helped trap predatory crayfish in a local steelhead stream in 
Malibu and helped remove introduced brook trout from designated Lahontan Cutthroat streams 
near Bridgeport.  In the more distant past, we “adopted a highway” near Bishop and conducted 
cleanups there.  Our members have also served as active volunteer participants in beach 
cleanups conducted by ‘Heal the Bay’ and the annual San Gabriel Canyon Cleanup.

The committee and its leader choose their areas of interest.  Please consider how you can 
work with WFF to further your favorite conservation interest.  Please consider leading this 
critical committee and contact me with any questions you may have.

- Celia Carroll
- President, Wilderness Fly Fishers
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Print & Mail Coupons
If you prefer not to use our website, mail in a coupon with your check.

Join us online, Visit our website www.wildernessflyfishers.org

______ New Member ______ Renewal

Name:__________________________________
________________________________________
Home Address:_________________________
________________________________________

City: ___________________________________

State: _______________ Zip:_______________

Phone:_________________________________

Email:__________________________________

Annual Dues:

$50 Single – Regular

$70 Single – Golden Trout

$60 Family – Regular

$80 Family – Golden Trout

_____________ Additional Donation

_____________ TOTAL enclosed

Mail Check With This Form To:

Wilderness Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 3358
Santa Monica , CA 90408-3358

C
lip

 &
 M

ai
l

 Wilderness Fly Fishers
 Membership Application

C
lip &

 M
ail

Please make your dinner reservations online or send in this coupon.
Your check must be in the club mailbox by the Wednesday, the week before the meeting.

Names__________________________________________________________________

____ Dinner(s) x $37 per person

Total $____________
Please make check payable to W.F.F.

Monthly Meeting Reservations

Mail to:
Wilderness Fly Fishers
P.O. Box 3358
Santa Monica, CA 90408-3358

http://www.wildernessflyfishers.org
http://www.wildernessflyfishers.org
http://wildernessflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=533503&item_id=609245
http://wildernessflyfishers.org/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=533503&item_id=609245
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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February 2017

WFF Board 
Meeting

WFF Monthly 
Meeting:

Beau McFadyean
“Fly Fishing 

Montanaʼs Big Horn 
River”
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